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who give 110%, who go above and beyond.
Mr. West was nominated for Best of
Miami by Steven Wernick, a Miami attorney specializing in land use and urban
revitalization.
Mr. West, president and chief executive
officer of ZOM Living, is responsible for
all aspects of the company, with particular
focus on development activities nationally.
“As an executive, Greg West is a consummate collaborator, who leads by example
and encourages individuals within the public
and private sectors to elevate their level of
Greg West tackles big challenges.
civic involvement,” said Mr. Wernick.
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zie started buying single-family residences in South Miami to fix them up
and sell them. Wilma hit Florida in October 2005, a family friend called him
and his team to come to Key West, which
saw a lot of damage from the hurricane.
Mr. McKenzie went to the island city
known in large part for its pastel conchstyle houses and worked there for about
a year, repairing homes with the crew
he’d already assembled. Thus, McKenzie Construction was born. When its
founder made his way back to Miami, he
started
working on houses here as well
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conversation about such topics as transportation, housing, land use policy, and
resiliency planning.
Mr. West’s service on the DDA includes
supporting efforts to improve downtown
Miami for residents as well as businesses,
and exploring best practices for building Miami’s resiliency to storms and sea level rise.  
Mr. West received a Bachelor of Arts in
Accounting from Southern Methodist University and two Master of Science degrees
from Texas A&M University in Land Development and Construction Management.
He and his family actively support the
Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and other
charities around Miami.
Another person in a top job who goes the
extra mile by personal involvement in the
community is Alina Hudak, deputy mayor
of Miami-Dade County.
Ms. Hudak was nominated by Jeannett Slesnick, broker of Slesnick and
Jochem, a real estate firm specializing in
Coral Gables properties.
“Alina is the living embodiment of the
servant-leader,” said Ms. Slesnick. “She is
an effective manager and forward-thinking
planner, but all the while she is a fellow
citizen who cares about the well-being of
our residents. You can tell she loves South

Florida and dedicates her life’s work to
making it better.”
Ms. Hudak has served Miami-Dade for
34 years.
She has earned accolades from national
and local organizations. She has been a
trailblazer as the first woman to run a major
operational department, the first Hispanic
woman appointed assistant county manager,
and the only woman to serve as county
manager.
In 2011, Ms. Hudak was appointed
county manager during a change in political
leadership overseeing a government with
more than 27,000 employees in more than
50 departments.
Presently, as deputy mayor, Ms. Hudak
oversees multiple county operational
departments. She concurrently serves
as director of the Department of Solid
Waste Management with close to 1,000
employees; a half-billion-dollar budget;
servicing 353,000 households twice a week;
management of a collection and disposal
system including multiple landfills, transfer
stations, 13 trash and recycling centers and
the largest public waste to energy plant in
the US.
She has overseen just about every
portfolio of departments, including the
nationally-acclaimed police and fire rescue
departments, the county’s first stand-alone
Animal Services Department, transpor-

tation and public works, and all of the
parks and cultural components of county
government.
She also serves as liaison with the school
board.
Ms. Hudak has provided leadership to
numerous community charities and events.
She is currently chair of the 2018 Making
Strides event on behalf of the American
Cancer Society and has been a United Way
leader and volunteer for 34 years. She is a
member of the Iron Arrow Honor Society
at the University of Miami, the highest
honor bestowed on any student or alum of
the university.
Another busy person who has never too
busy for community service work is Dusty
Melton, a lobbyist practicing primarily in
Miami-Dade County.
Mr. Melton was nominated by Peter
Ehrlich, a board member of Scenic Miami,
the Urban Environment League and the
Virginia Key Advisory Board.
Mr. Melton volunteers his time and his
considerable breadth of experience for a
plethora of non-profits, Mr. Ehrlich said.
“Dusty Melton is one of smartest men I
have ever met,” said Mr. Ehrlich. “Dusty
has spent years quietly and with no fanfare
helped charities and non-profits achieve
their goals. Many people have benefited
from Dusty’s intelligence and insight. His
well-crafted letters are legendary.”

